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The University of Constantine 3, Salah BOUBNIDER proposes to devote to Africa a large part of its 

events, scheduled between December 2020 and December 2021. In this context, an international meetingon 
precarious housing will be organized. 
Cities make a difference, and they welcome the difference. African cities are of no exception. Rather, they 
seem to accelerate the dynamics of differentiation to such an extent that it becomes difficult to conceive them 
as a single entity, to understand their social complexity and mainly to administer them. The rate of urbanization 
in Africa exceeds that of any other continent. (https://journals.openedition.org/poldev/3352). 
Urban population in Africa currently stands at 472 million, but it will double over the next 25 years to reach 
one billion in 2040. By 2025, African cities will count an additional 187 million inhabitants. 
https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr) However, the latest censuses show that a large majority of this population 
lives in slums and unsanitary neighborhoods, particularly in sub-Saharan countries where 60% of the 
population lives in shantytowns. 
 

Indeed, poverty, illness and hardship are the lot of the mostly households who live crammed into 
substandard housing. This phenomenon accelerates and modifies social and spatial relations and occurs at 
several speeds: on the one hand, the "formal" or modern city, the engine of development and economic growth, 
inserted into a global economy producing uniform spatial expressions, and on the other hand, the "informal" 
or "spontaneous" city where a large majority of inhabitants live, confronted with multiple difficulties that they 
are unable to iron out. Lacking of basic infrastructure, decent housing adapted to their needs and with no way 
of access to economic opportunities, education and culture, they also have to face other problems for which 
they do not provide any means of protection such as  diseases, pollution,.... 
 

As a resultthe proliferation of this form of housing in cities has become a major concern both for the 
public authorities, responsible for ensuring the minimum of welfare and  well-being of their population, and 
for the citizens themselves.  
With the presence and emergence of precarious neighborhoods, various actors are acting on a variety of scales 
to combat all problems associated with this phenomenon. In a constantly changing world, their approaches and 
strategies also change over time. Still in the 1970s and during the creation of the United Nations agency 
dedicated to cities (UN-Habitat), the eradication of precarious neighborhoods and the rehousing of the 
population were the keywords. 
At the same time, researchers, thinkers and activists have highlighted the importance of taking into account the 
processes of self-construction and self-production of housing, and of prioritizing the progressive rehabilitation 
and improvement of slums and substandard housing, rather than their demolition.  
These new trains of thought, combined with an increasingly accentuated urbanization curve making an illusory 
future without precarious neighborhoods, have led to the renewal of urban and housing policies limiting 

https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr
https://context.reverso.net/traduction/anglais-francais/to+ensure+the+well-being


demolition and re-housing and favoring popular housing solutions as well as progressive approaches to the 
improvement of precarious neighborhoods.  
In the early 2000s, when the "Cities without Slums" action plan of the multi-donor Cities Alliances fund, 
created by the World Bank, aimed to prevent the creation of new precarious neighborhoods by supporting 
public policies for social housing, («slumupgrading») or in-situ rehabilitation operations began to emerge as a 
new norm. 

In several countries, different policies for the reduction of precarious housing and urban integration 
have been decided and implemented. Their aim is to improve living conditions and habitability by ensuring to 
everyone access to the various services (education, health, safety) and to the elements defined by the UN 
Habitat: water, sanitation, ....., and access to decent housing.  These operations also consist of eliminating 
segregation, poverty and socio-spatial fragmentation, controlling risks and reducing vulnerabilities, and 
encouraging the economic and social development of these neighborhoods. 
Moreover, research studies show that these districts are an interesting illustration of the know-how and 
inventiveness of their occupants, which deserve to be analyzed and exploited in the implementation of an 
effective policy to reduce precarious housing. 

Admittedly, results have been recorded, but they are still far from the assigned objectives. Thus, the 
living conditions of 24 million people in Africa have improved over the last decade, but it is clearly insufficient 
and can only be increased ifthe economic and financial availability of African countries allows it. 
The lack of means and capacities, natural disasters: floods, earthquakes, epidemics ...) conflicts, economic 
crises hinder the implementation of policies to reduce precarious housing programs by the governments. This 
has further amplified this way of living, disfiguring the urban landscapes of African cities. 
 

Thus, this meeting on precarious housing in Africa will focus on the analysis of policies adopted by the 
various actors concerned, to determine the socio-urban realities. 
 

TOPICS OF THE MEETING: 
 
Topic 1: Precarious housing in Africa: (treated in plenary session) 
- Concepts and epistemology 
- Genesis, state and evolution. 
Topic 2: Precarious housing and urban policy: (workshop session) 
- Urban policies and resorption strategy of precarious housing. 
- Actors, legal and regulatory tools. 
- Strategic planning and urban management. 
- Technical tools for decision support. 
Topic 3: Precarious housing: Practices and ways of living: (workshop session) 
- Mobilities and dynamics of   precariousness spaces in Africa. 
- Socio-urban practices and living environment. 
- Employment, service and accessibility. 
Topic 4: Precarious habitat: Risks, vulnerabilities and resilience (workshop session) 
- Risks and vulnerabilities (health risks, natural risks, security...) 
 

Calendar 
Deadline for abstracts reception: March 20, 2021 
Notification of abstracts acceptance to authors: April 11, 2021 
Deadline for reception of final texts: June30, 2021 
Notification of acceptance of final texts: July 15, 2021 
The dates for sending papers are imperative; no extended time will be permitted in respect of evaluators and 
conference organizers. 
 
A poster session will be scheduled. 
 
 
 
 



Guidelines of papers submission 
Proposals and final papers will be written in Word (times new roman, font 12, title in bold) and will 

include the author's name and affiliation structure. In the case of two or more authors of the same paper, the 
name of the first author should be given first. Each proposal should not exceed one page and should provide 
an indication of the scope of the study and the methods of analysis used, followed by keywords. The final text 
will be limited to a maximum of 15 pages (including tables and illustrations). 
 
Languages used: Arabic, French or English. 
  
Registration fees (to be paid during themeeting days): 
Lecturers-researchers: 10.000,00 DA 
Professionals: 15.000,00 DA 
Students: 5000.00 DA 
The venue of the meeting days: University of Constantine 3, Salah BOUBNIDER. Ville Nouvelle Ali Mendjeli 
 
Proposals for communication and participation forms should be sent by e-mail to the following address: 
habitat.precaire@univ-constantine3.dz 
 
The best articles will be published and a tourist outing is scheduled at the end of the meeting. 
 
Honorary President: Professor Ahmed BOURAS 
President of the event: Dr Nadra NAIT AMAR 
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